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for the formation of a Balkan League of which Turkey (!)
jshould be a mepiber.   lie Had, ottered ms "good offinp.a" to
Said Pasha and Hassim Bey to bring about close relations
between Constantinople, Sofia and Belgrade.  Such a league
might be used to preserve the status quo in theBalkaas,
^nd to support Russia mj^war^against AustriarTt~wouCT
"reduce 'rurEeyTo^aTklnd of vassalage to Russia, because
Turkey would be dependent on Russia for protection from
the Balkan States.131   But Charykov's fantastic idea had
not the slightest chance of being realized.   It was at the
antipodes of Russia's traditional policy, which was to push
the Balkan States against Turkey.   It was regarded with
suspicion by the_Turks, jVod-Ji~was~^^
"Slavs of the Balkans,132 jLmdM.j2niLJ^^	dis-
131 M.F.R., pp. 531-^35; L.N., II, 460-465; G.P., XXVII, 159ff., 171 ft;
XXX, 205, 218.
i32Hartwig to Neratov, Oct. 23/Nov. 5, 1911, Kramyi Arkhiv,'im,
VIII, 45 ff.: "The affair of the famous Balkan Federation under the
supremacy of the Ottoman Empire is up again. Every time Turkey finds
herself in some external troubles, this political combination comes up for
consideration . , . among those few remaining European diplomatists,
politicians, and publicists who are still wont to believe in Turkey's
regeneration. But it is interesting to raise the question: What is the
•attitude of the Balkan States themselves? . . .
"The passionate sermons about the importance to the Slavs of an
alliance with Turkey seem to carry very little conviction with them;
under certain conditions, particularly under pressure from Eussia, they
might not refuse to start on this road, not, however, because they would
•expect any great benefits from Turkey's ^friendship, but exclusively for
the sake of gaining a respite from the troubles chronically rising in the
Balkans, to gain time, and gradually gaining strength, when the favorable
moment should arise, to square up accounts with their ancient enemy.
The Slavs can have no other point of view on the Federation. . . .
"In my opinion Russia should pursue two clear, quite definite, final
aims: (1) to make easier for the Slav nations, called by her into an
independent existence, the attainment of their sacred ideals, which means
an amicable division amongst them of all Turkish possessions on the
Balkan Peninsula; and (2) to accomplish her own century-old problem—
the planting of a firm foot on the shores of the Bosphorus at the gates
to the 'Russian Lake/ . * . .
'The Serbian Government would consider it extremely dangerous to
approach the Turks now with any offers of alliance such as Hofmeister
Charykov urged upon the Serbian Minister to Turkey. Every favor*

